
 
 

 
 

Attachment 
Photovolatic Ready  

Hendrick Automotive Group (PUD-57) 
 
As requested by the Planning Commission, in the summer of 2009 staff 
contacted several photovoltaic contractors about “Photovoltaic (PV) ready” 
construction costs for commercial buildings.  Four contractors provided a 
response: CEI, Horizon Energy, Akeena, and Marin Solar.  Since PV contractors 
do not construct buildings, they generally do not know how much it would cost to 
make a building PV ready as a percentage of total building construction costs; 
however, two did state that it generally costs $5,000 to make a one-story 
commercial building PV ready (regardless of building size).  At the time, a local 
commercial construction company (J.M. O’Neill) estimated the construction cost 
for a one-story commercial building would range between $40 per sq. ft. for 
industrial construction to $180 per sq. ft. for retail construction in the 
Pleasanton/Livermore area.    
 
Given the $5,000 estimate provided by the PV contractors, and the lowest 
commercial building construction cost estimate, PV ready construction costs for a 
one-story commercial building would be approximately 1.25% of total 
construction costs for a 10,000 sq. ft. building, and approximately 0.125% of total 
construction costs for a 100,000 sq. ft. building. 
 
Hendrick Automotive Group’s proposed buildings range between 12,000 and 
78,000 sq. ft. in size.  Using the lowest commercial building construction cost 
estimate, the cost to make Hendrick Automotive Group’s buildings PV ready is 
estimated to range between 1.04% (for a smaller building) to 0.16% (for a larger 
building) of total construction costs. 
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